
Hello Dynamic District Teachers, 

A Union School District committee of teachers 

and leaders determined that learning checks 

for understanding is a shared commitment that 

will benefit our students and help to grow every 

students’ academic achievement. In Teach like a 

Champion, author Doug Lemov states that, 

“checking for understanding captures two key 

elements … gathering AND responding to da-

ta.” In the Union School District we utilize the 

Strategic Instructional Design (SID) model which 

asks teachers to use 3 learning checks in the se-

quence of a lesson. Please see the graphic below 

to help you reflect on how you are implementing 

and using learning checks in your classroom.  

The red lines within the picture identify that there 

should be a learning check at the end of the 

strong beginning, the flexible middle and the 

end of the lesson.  

The learning checks teachers plan and students 

perform  provide information about student mas-

tery and potential misconceptions with the con-

tent. From the work that students pro-

duce teachers can monitor their instruc-

tional program to ensure that objec-

tives are being met.  

When developing your lessons an es-

sential question that you can reflect on 

to help is: How do you use learning 

checks to inform instruction and im-

prove student learning?  

Please see learning checks and imple-

mentation ideas our coaches, mentors 

and interventionists  have researched 

for instructional support.  

Melanie Block, Director  

Academic Support Services  
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Dates Event 

November 2 

PD 

Site Day—FOY 

Data Review  

November 16 

PD 

District Day— 

iObservation  

November 19  

PD 

Math 20/20 

Day 3 

November 22 

Title I  

R.I. Cycle 2 Ends 

Program  

Evaluation  

November 29  

Title I  

R.I. Cycle 3 Begins 

Important Events 

Strong 2 way Communication:  

Thank you  teachers and staff 

for consistently communi-

cating needs and providing 

ideas to make systems better 

for every staff member and 

student.  

We need all members to com-

municate and appreciate the 

time that you spend completing 

surveys, participating in com-

mittee meetings, asking clari-

fying questions and advocating 

for our students.  

Thank you Union School  

District Staff!  

PLC CFA Grade Level  

Success by Standard:  

3rd Grade, HR  

RL 14% (BOY) to 86% (CFA)  

4th Grade, HR 

RL 17% (BOY) to 48% (CFA)  

5th Grade, HR 

RL 36% (BOY) to 51% (CFA)  

6th Grade, HR 

RL 6% (BOY) to 65% (CFA)  

8th Grade, HR 

RI 13% (BOY) to 63% (CFA)  

2nd Grade, DR  

RL 12% (BOY) to 63% (CFA) 

4th Grade, DR 

RL 19% (BOY) to 79% (CFA)  

5th Grade, DR 

RL 39% (BOY) to 70% (CFA) 



 

ELA & Math                            Mentors 

Interventionist                       English Language Learners 
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Checking for Understanding involves three tasks and occurs 

throughout the lesson. 

1. Data Gathering- being able to do it in two minutes, if you can’t 

gather data quickly and simply, you’re less likely to use it at all. 

There are two ways that teachers seek to gather data: via ques-

tioning and via observation.  

2. Acting on the data- utilizing student responses to immediately 

and appropriately changing the course of the lesson to respond to 

lack of mastery by changing the cognition level, or adjusting the 

instructional strategies used.  

3. Culture of Error- create an environment where your students 

feel safe making and discussing mistakes Building a classroom 

culture of respect, normalizes, and values learning from errors.  

Doug Lemov- Teach Like a Champion 2.0  

Strategy for Checking for Understanding : 

Around the Room and Back Again   

Students write one response to a prompt. Next, without taking 

notes, move around the room and share their response, mentally 

cataloguing the responses of others. When their head is full, or 

when signaled, return to seat and list the responses you heard 

from others.  

When selecting learning checks for your lessons consider 

ones that will give you clear data on who can and cannot 

accomplish the objective. Here are some ideas on how to 

pull data  quickly from your learning checks. Remember 

Each learning check should be tailored to fit the lesson and 

objective.  

1) Have a colored pen/marker in your hand. This way you 

can mark papers as you circulate. This will save you 

time later for grades and will give you real time infor-

mation on what you saw when you walked around.  

2) Have something that you can write on (your own copy 

of the worksheet, post-it note, scrap paper) and tally as 

you walk around. This will allow you to quickly assess 

your percentage of success so you can determine your 

next move with the lesson (RAMP).  

Avoid: General questions that elicit a yes or no response. 

Many students will say yes to move on, while they are not 

able to verbalize how they understand the concept.  

3)   Allow students the opportunity for them to prove their   

understanding in a way that you can quickly analyze.   

Here are 10 ideas for ways to check for understanding  

(some will work better in different stages of your lesson or dur-

ing workshop): 

 

1. Invent the quiz: Write 3-5 higher-order text questions related to 

the content.  Pick 2 and answer them in a half page. 

2.  Intrigue Journal:  List the 5 most interesting, controversial, or 

resonant ideas you found in the readings.  Include page #s and a 

short rationale (100 words) for your selection. 

3.  5 Words:  What 5 words would you use to describe_____?  Ex-

plain and Justify your choices. 

4.  3-2-1:  3 Things you found out, 2 things you feel confident about, 

and 1 question you still have. 

5.  Simile:  What we learned today is like_____. 

6.  Explain your Solution:  Describe how you solved an academic 

solution step-by-step. 

7.  Ballad:  Summarize a narrative that employs a poem or song 

structure that uses short stanzas. 

8.  Color Cards:  Red= Stop, I need help.  Green= Keep going, I 

understand.  Yellow= I’m a little confused. 

9.  You’ve Got Mail:  Each student writes a question about a topic 

on the front of an envelope (this can also be done with teacher 

posed questions); the answer is included inside (if done during the 

lesson and by teacher you can omit including the answer).  Each 

learner writes their answer on a slip of scratch paper and confirms 

its correctness by reading the “official answer” before they place 

their own response in the envelope.  After several series of mail-

ings and a class discussion about the subject, the envelopes are 

deposited in the teacher’s letterbox. 

10.  Misconception Check:  Given a common misconception 

about a topic, students explain why they agree or disagree with it. 

Learning Checks with Wilson Programs: 

 

The following Fundations Activities will help ensure 

mastery of specific concepts.  

 

1) Practice Marking (Dry Erase) - Dictate review 

words and practice marking concepts students have 

missed on Unit Tests.  

2) Dictation/Sentence - Using Composition Paper 

from the PLC, have students write sentences dictated 

from Unit Resources.  

3) Practice scooping, marking and proofreading in-

cluding punctuation.  

4) Word Identification: Fluency Drills using phoneti-

cally regular words and nonsense words.  


